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I. PSEUDO-EPIGRAPHY

I.1 PSEUDO-ARISTOTLE ON STONES

PRECIOUS STONES (pearl, emerald, rubin, 
diamond, etc.)

MAGNETS (iron, gold, silver, copper, cotton, 
wool, hair, nails, etc.) 

ANIMAL STONES (sea crab, snails, sea urchin, 
etc.)

STONES THAT MELT AND BECOME SOFT (golden, 
silver, copper, lead, quicksilver, etc.)

STONES THAT DERIVE FROM THE SEVEN STONES
THAT MELT (verdigris, cinnabar, various
oxyds, etc. )

Aya Sofya 3610, f. 1r



I.2 GALEN AND THE WISDOM OF ANIMALS

DAK Ṭibb Taymur 264, pp. 40-41



II. PSEUDO-AUTHORSHIP

II.1 ALEXANDER’S MEDICAL TALISMANS

Against Urine Retention

Against Kidney ComplaintStimulation of Sexual Desire

Against Bleeding(s)

Berlin, We 1209, f. 25r (detail) Berlin, We 1209, f. 31v (detail)  

Berlin, We 1209, f. 26v (detail) Berlin, We 1209, f. 26r 
(detail) 



II.2 ENOCH AND MEDICAL GEOMANCY

II.2.2 GEOMANTIC INQUIRY FOR A SICK PERSON (Paris Ar. 2631, f. 63r)

Paris Ar. 2631, f. 63r

Section on the body parts:
That is the disposition of the figures described by the 
experts in this science, through which one can obtain
information about a sick man, in this way one can 
discover the illness and the part of the body involved, 
and God knows best. 

And the way to do this is: if you are asked about
a sick man, and you want to know about his sickness, 
in any part of the body, and which part is suffering, 
then cast a geomatic tableau with this purpose. As 
first thing, trace the signs in the sixth house and 
obtain a figure. Then check which figure you have
obtained, and so you will know the part of the body 
affected by the illness. 

However, every figure in itself is connected to an
illness as well, but with a different system of
association.



II.2.4 HOMO GEOMANTICUS (Paris Ar. 2631, f. 64v)



II. 3 DANIEL, THE PROPHET FROM BABYLON

Paris Ar. 2633, f. 1r

II.3.1 MEDICAL HEMEROLOGY (Paris Ar. 
2633, ff. 33r-33v) 

II.3.2 CALCULATION OF A SICK MAN’S FATE
(Paris Ar. 2633, ff. 50v-51r)

II.3.3 INCANTATION AGAINST HEADACHE
(Paris Ar. 2633, f. 52r) 



II.4 IŠRĀSĪM THE INDIAN (Paris Ar. 2635)

1. The names of the Pneumata of the seven planets, and the ways
in which they can be subjugated

2. Magical properties of Indian and Arabic letters*

3. The wondrous effects of talismans and fumigations*

4. Wondrous putrefactions*

5. The peculiar properties of salves and oils

6. The properties of stones, drugs, and animal parts

7. Dye black hair white

8. Scare and dominate different creatures

9. Poisons, antidotes, and narcotics

10. Secret alphabets



II.4.1 LETTERS, SIMPLES, AND NATURAL MEDICINE (Paris Ar. 2635, pp. 85-87)

Paris Ar. 2635, f. 1r (detail)

In the same way by the physician carries out the composition of a 
remedy that matches —or is in opposition— to the compliant nature or 
with the nature that is in contrast with it, being it hot or moist or dry in 
conformity with the natural Canon of medicine. And in the same way 
you should perform magic and sorcery. 

And this is recorded in writing in the books on medicine and herbs.

The first argument is appropriate, the second likewise, whereas the 
third has no truth in it.



‘Then purify the water and add some of it to the worm. Then grind it 
with water and let it precipitate from the ‘pumpkin’ (qarʿa) and from 
the alambic.’

‘No wonder when 300 dirhams of melted lead diluted with one ounce
of it —after it has been melted 3 times— turn into red gold of the 
highest quality.’

II.4.3 WONDROUS ALCHEMICAL PUTREFACTION (Paris Ar. 2635, pp. 85-87)



Pseudo-Democritus On First Principles, Carullah1086, ff. 7v (detail)

II.4.3.1 PSEUDO-DEMOCRITUS ON FIRST PRINCIPLES

(Carullah 1086, f. 11v; BL Or 13006, f. 63v)

And when this is put in the manure of the mountain for seven days, it generates a snake; and 
even in the greatest abundance, it eats its tail, because it is the snake that eats its tail. 
It is white, its skin is speckled with beautiful spots, and its nature is wondrous. 
***
Slaughter it with a hot knife of fire, kill it, take all its blood using the intensity of the fire, until
you see that the blood flows as red as the fire that glows like a ruby, and so dye the skin of the 
snake with its blood. 
When the blood flows out from the middle of its belly, the white cloth becomes purple. In fact, 
if it is dyed, it becomes as red as what is dyed with blood, completely cut with fire.
The colour of the dye tends to the violet like the dyed purple, a truly brilliant dye, with a 
beautiful colour, shining as the Sun, with a magnificent look, that makes happy the hearts of
the people who see it, to the point that they praise every one that this gift of God offers as
present. 



*** THE BOOKS OF THE ENGRAVED STONES OF THE SEVEN PLANETS
Paris Ar. 2775, ff. 102r-112v

ʿUṬĀRID IBN MUḤAMMAD — He was an arithmetician and astrologer, and a man of excellence 
and learning. Among his books there were: Indian Divination, a commentary on it; 
Operation with the Astrolabe; Operation with the Armillary Sphere; Structure of the 
Heavens; Burning Mirrors. (FihristII, 658)

Paris Ar. 2775, f. 83r (detail)

‘I have been searching into the Book of Stones attributed to 
Hermes, and in the pages known as Physiologika, and all of them 
deal with the stones, the plants, and all the animals. 
I have found their useful properties in the Book of Talismans
dedicated to the knowledge of the Seven (planets), to the use of
the stones, and the enjoyment that can be obtained from these.
I found this things problematic and obscure like the mechanical
issues from which everything derives. The names of stones and 
other names were written in a foreign language . So I decided to
make a clear book out of it, refined and learned, which was
needed in this field. 
So I did this and the result is this book known as The Useful
Properties of Stones.                                (Paris Ar. 2775, f. 102v)



THANK YOU
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