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I. MTM ISTANBUL AYA SOFYA 3610 IN CONTEXT



MS Aya Sofya 3610, f. 1r (title page, detail)

KITĀB AL-ǦAWĀHIR WA-L-AḤǦĀR — MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 3610, f. 1r-168v

MS Aya Sofya 3610, f. 168r (detail)

‘THE BOOK OF GEMS AND STONES’

(Medaillon)

For the Sultan al-Ašrafī Abū Narṣ
Qāytbāy.

(Colophon)

The writing of this book was finished at
the new moon of the month of Šaʿbān in 
the year 888 H. / September 3, 1483 C.E., 
by the hand of Muḥammad b. Aḥmad
al-Farnawī al-mukattib, may God have
Mercy of him.



Portrait of Al-Ašraf Qānṣūh
al-Ġawrī (r. 1501-1516)
Paolo Giovio (1483-1552)

Portrait of Abū al-Naṣr al-Ašrafī
Qāytbāy (r. 1468-1496)
Paolo Giovio (1483-1552)

COMPARANDA & CHRONOLOGICAL FRAME (late 15th-early 16th cent.)

MS Munster UB Or. 11, f. 1r MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 2875, f. 1r



KITĀB TAḎKIRAT ŪLĀ AL-ALBĀB FĪ FAḌĀʾIL RAMĪ AL-NUŠĀB — MS Munster UB Or. 11

MS Munster UB Or. 11, f. 1r (detail)

MS Gotha UB Or. 11, f. 45r (detail)

‘BOOK OF THE REMINDER FOR THE BEST

MINDS ABOUT THE EXELLENCE OF SHOOTING
WITH ARROWS’

(Medaillon)

For the library of the Sultan al-Ašrafī
Abū Naṣr Qāytbāy.

(Colophon)

Service rendered by the Mamlūk Yūsūf
al-Muḥammadī of the barrack al-Ḥawš, 
pupil of the humble servant of God the 
Highest Muḥammad al-Waqāy. 



KITĀB FĪ ʿILM AL-ḤURŪB WA-FATḤ AL-DURŪB — MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 2875

MS Aya Sofya 2875, f. 1r (detail)

MS Aya Sofya 2875, f. 123r (detail)

‘BOOK ON THE SCIENCE OF WAR AND THE

CONQUEST OF FORTIFICATIONS’

(Medaillon)

For the library of the Sultan al-Ašraf
Abū Naṣr Qānṣūh al-Ġawrī.

(Colophon)

The writing of this book was finished
on Thursday, on the 26th of the month
of Šaʿbān in the year 911 H. / January 21, 
1506 C.E., the humble servant of God
Muḥammad ibn Muḥammad wrote it, 
may God forgive him, his parents, and 
all the Muslims. 



MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 2875, f. 2r (detail)

MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 3610, f. 26v (detail), and f. 168v (final part of the colophon) 

MS Munster UB Or. 11, f. 1v (detail)

MS Munster UB Or. 11, f. 43v (detail)

DIVIDERS, HEADINGS, AND FRAMES



KITĀB MANĀFIʿ AL-ḤAYAWĀN— MS Istanbul Şehid Ali Pasha 2096

MS Istanbul Şehid Ali Pasha 2096, f. 1r, title page.

MS Istanbul Şehid Ali Pasha 2096, f. 36r, 
heading of the chapter devoted to the wāq bird.

MS Cairo DAK Ṭibb Taymūr 315 , f. 1v (detail).

MS Gotha UB  67/2, f. 1v (detail).

MS Leipzig UB  770, f. 2v (detail). MS Berlin Pm II 244, f. 1v.



II. THE COLLECTION OF TEXTS



(a) Kitāb al-ǧawāhir wa-l-aḥǧār — ‘Book of the gems and the stones’ (ff. 1r-128v)

MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 3610, ff. 1v-3r — Introduction

I collected in this book of mine many writings on stones from a number of books, 
and everything that is described in the discourse of the ‘Light of Science’, Aristotle
the Wise, who took from the book of Hermes the Wise, who said that the stones on 
earth are much more than what can be described or encompassed by a science. And 
indeed among those there are precious stones, stones that sharpen the mind, stones
with a spirit and stones with a body. 

I described their substances, their properties, their colours, their varieties, their
bodies, their mines, their formation, the manipulation of their colours, the effects
of their influence.

And So the one who reads in this book of mine has to reflect on it with his rational
mind; not making fun of it, but considering it as a treasure. 



MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 3610, ff. 12or-121r — Arsenic

The different kinds of arsenic are of many colours; among them there are the red, the yellow, 
and the dust-coloured one. If it is mixed with lime, it removes the hair and becomes a deadly
poison. 

As for the red variety, and the golden one likewise, if one of the two is calcified until it
whitens and melts copper, and then a bit of natron is added to it, this whitens it (the copper), 
improves its aspect, and increases the possibility to break it in pieces. With its smell it
eliminates the effluvia of corruption. This mineral has many mining places.

If it is burnt with fire and applied on the teeth, it will be useful to them. It removes the 
corruption of the teeth that affects the roots, so does the quantity of arsenic used in alchemy, 
for those who prepare oils with wood and ointments. 



(b) Naʿt al-sabʿat al-aḥǧār — ‘The seven coloured stones’ (ff. 129r-137v) 
[Ḫawāṣṣ al-sabʿat aḥǧārin, ‘Occult properties of the seven stones’ (explicit, f. 136v)]

If you scratch the white stone and a black substance comes out, then this will be useful to cure 
deadly poisons, for the the bites of snakes, and the stings of scorpions. 

If you scratch the sky blue stone and a yellow substance comes out, and then it is thrown into a 
well or into a river, then the level of the water will decrease, as well as the semen of the one who
carries it. 

If you scratch the green stone and a white substance comes out of it, then whatever the one who
carries it may plant or sow will multiply its fruits, his crop will be good, the ripening quick; the 
stone can be hung on a staff, or buried in the garden wrapped in a piece of cloth or linon. 



(c) Natʿ al-ḫarazat al-madʿūwa ǧawharān šāh bi-l-lisān al-fārisī (ff. 136v-137v) — wa-hāḏā
ḥaǧar aḫar (ff. 137v-138v) — naʿt ḥaǧar al-ṣunūnū (ff. 138v-139r) — al-ḥaǧar al-barāqī (f. 
139r) — ḥaǧar al-ʿuqāb (f. 139r)— al-ḥaǧar allaḏī yaksiru al-zuǧāǧ (f. 139v) — al-naʿt al-
ḥaǧar al-zarzūrī (ff. 139v-141v).

MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 3610, ff. 138v-139r — Description of the ṣunūnūbird stone

It is said that it can be found in their nests, and it is also said that can be found in 
their craws, it is beneficial for the watery and drum-likedropsy, and it is beneficial
for the jaundice. 



(d) Bāb fī asmāʾ ḫarazin al-ʿarab - ‘Chapter on the names of the Arabs
for the precious stones’ (ff. 141v-143v)

And they do not know the meaning unless you consider that the Arabs had already
mentioned the talismanic stones , their varieties, and their effects in their poems and spells. 
They also prescribed to wear them following the opinion of the Ancients about talismans
and spells; they used to hang them on the necks of their children, their women, and on the 
necks of their horses, camels, cattles, and other animals. 

As for the al-qīla, it is a white gem that is usually hanged on the neck of horses. [...] As for 
the al-zarqāʾ, al-kaḥla, and al-ṣadḥa, these are green stones, with a bit of blue in them, and 
very pure. 



(e) [Kitāb ʿUṭārid ibnMuḥammad (explicit, f. 168r)] — ‘Book of ʿUṭārid ibn
Muḥammad’, on the seven stones of the planets and their engravings (ff. 144v-164v)

MS Istanbul Aya Sofya 3610, ff. 144v-145v — Introduction

In the Name of God the Merciful the Compassionate, Praise to God Lord of the Worlds, the blessing of His 
Peace be upon our Lord Muaḥmmad, Seal of the prophets, and upon all his Companions. 
The author of this book said: ‘I have been searching into the book of the ancient Egyptians (barābī) and in 
(the book of stones) attributed to Hermes the Wise, in his volume (muṣḥaf) known as αρχανικα (‘arcana’, 
arḥānīqī), in which stones, plants, birds, animals, and snakes are mentioned. 

I have found their useful properties in the Book of Talismans attributed to the Seven Wise Men, and 
also the use of stones, and the way to derive pleasure from them. 
I found, however, that they were a problematic and obscure thing, like the issues of mechanics, since all
the names of the stones and other as well were written in a foreign language (marsūm bi-l-lisān al-aʿǧamī). 

So I saw to polish it from all (these problematic aspects) and make of it a revised and perfect book that
can be used for this purpose. I did so, and the result is this very book that I composed about the useful
properties of stones and gems. 



(f) Wa-hāḏihī ǧihāt al-aḥǧār wa-ṣifātihā — ‘And this is the section of the stones
and their peculiarities’ (ff. 164v-168r)

Turquoise (fīrūzaǧ): 

if it is engraved on a Wednesday with the figure of Hermes/Mercury, when the Moon is
in one of the two houses of Mercury —and the one who wears it does not it donkey
meat and does not urinate in the darkness— then he will magically subjugate the 
spiritsdwelling in murky places, and they will show him where trasures are, with the 
permission of God the Highest. 



Composite MTM Paris BnF Ar. 2775 — α
[α] MS Paris BnF Ar. 2775, ff. 1r-101v

(1r-75v)* al-Tifāšī, Kitāb al-laʾālī al-muḍīʾya fī ḫawāṣṣ al-ǧawāhir wa-l-aḥǧār al-mulūkiya, ‘The shiny
pearls about the occult properties of gems and royal stones’. 

(76r-89v)* Kitābḫawāṣṣ al-aḥǧār li-Ḥunayn bin Isḥāq (sic), ‘Book of the occult properties of stones of 
Ḥunayn bin Isḥāq’ → MS Aya Sofya 3610 (e)

(90r-95v)* [Kitābḫawāṣṣ al-aḥǧār] acephalus ac mutilus → MS Aya Sofya 3610 (e)
(96r-101r)* - al-fīrūzaǧ→ MS Aya Sofya 3610 (f)

- wa min manāfiʿ al-ḥiǧāra
- wa min ṭilasmāt al-ḥiǧāra
- bāb fī maḥsanat al-aḥǧār wa-l-ḫaraz → MS Aya Sofya 3610 (b)
- asmāʾ ḫaraz al-ʿArab (ownership note, 976 H. / 1568 C.E.)→ MS Aya Sofya 3610 (d)

MS Paris BnF Ar. 2775, f. 120v 
(detail), seal of Hermes/Alexander.

[α and β, circulation units; *, production units]



- Summa of the technical materials on stones, minerals, and their uses
circulating in the 9th-10th century.

- Reception and role of the Ps. Aristotle&Co. in the Mamluk literature.

- Textual attraction, or textual magnetism, if you prefer. 

- Trends and interests in the Mamluk curriculum of ‘school exercises’.

- Clusters of textual blocks in the fluid tradition of texts on stones, minerals, 
and their use. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS



“The Greek said: The world depends on two things, one of which, 
in turn, depends upon the other. These two things are the sword
and the calamus, And the sword depends on the calamus”.

Abū Ḥayān al-Ṣūfī al-Tawḥīdī, On Penmanship

http://luciaraggetti.info/wp-content/uploads/2016_Hamburg_Rolling_Stones_Do_Gather.pdf


